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  WAESOL Educators in the 
Changing Global Community  

Dear WAESOL Members and  
Friends,  

Fall is the season for celebration 
of the harvest and preparing for 
challenges ahead. We have all 
had a lovely summer filled with 
research and professional 
development activities and some 
teaching as well as our welcome, 
rejuvenating summer vacations. 
We hope all of you also had a 
wonderful summer and have 
gotten a great start this fall with 
your students and activities. 

This summer, I had the honor to 
be invited as the Opening 
Keynote Speaker at the TESOL 
Peru 2007 National Convention 
in Tacna, Peru.  Here at the 
conference were educators and 
scholars from more than fifteen 
countries, and I was fortunate 
enough to make contact and 
converse with many of them.  

Letter from the President 
   Dr. Yilin Sun 

 

 

 Lƴ Ƴȅ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άTESOL 
Educators in the Changing 
Dƭƻōŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέΣ I 
addressed three major issues:  
the role of TESOL in the 
changing global community,or 
the major changes in the field 
of TESOL in the past two 
decades ςthe important 
theoretical, pedagogical, and 
ideological issues of World 
Englishes-  and the significant 
contributions and impact of 
Non-native Speakers of English 
Educators in the TESOL field. 
These non-native educators 
fulfill an important role in 
terms of leadership, research, 
teacher training and working in 
the front line with EL learners.  
My last important area for 
discussion was the role and 
social responsibility of TESOL 
Educators in the changing 
global community and the 
importance of getting involved 
in professional development.    
 
I was pleased that my speech 
seemed to be inspirational and 
well received, and I feel I was 
able to live up to the 
expectations of my fellow 
WAESOL Board members and 
all of you as well. I feel 
honored that I had the 
opportunity to make a small 
contribution in fulfilling the 
mission and vision of WAESOL 

while promoting excellence in 
English language education 
and professional 
development at the 
international level.  It was a 
very productive four-day 
conference for me. I learned 
a lot from participating in 
sessions and interacting with 
scholars at the event.   In fact,  
since my return from Peru, I 
have already applied in my 
classroom some of the 
techniques I learned from the 
conference. 
 
There are also many exciting 
things going on at the 
WAESOL Board level.  In this 
issue of the newsletter, you 
will find many professional 
development opportunities 
waiting for you.  At the top  
of the list is the WAESOL 
2007 conference on October 
27 at Highline Community 
College. The theme for this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ŏonference is Bridges 
to the Future: Supporting 
Students for Success.    
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CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘǿƻ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΥ ŦǊƻƳ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ 5ǊΦ {ƘŜƭƭŜȅ ²ƻƴƎΣ ¢9{h[ tǊŜǎident-
Elect who is an expert in using narrative approaches in teaching and learning with language minority children, and Ms. Jayme 
Adelson-Goldstein, the author of the popular Oxford Picture Dictionary, who is going to speak on effective vocabulary teaching 
strategies. In this newsletter, you will find a brief preview of the conference program describing more than fifty-eight stimulating 
sessions waiting for you on October 27.  
 
I am very excited and looking forward to this wonderful professional development event for all of the members of our profession.  
If you need support for travel, please ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ²!9{h[Ωǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŀǘ www.waesol.org  Additional information about the 
conference can be obtained from our website. 
 
 !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ²!9{h[Ωǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ updating and revising our WAESOL Constitution 
and By-Laws.  The last revision of this constitution was in 1998.  Nine years later, we Board members felt it was time to update our 
constitution to meet the needs of the organization, all the while reflecting specific situations we observed happening due to the 
rapid development of information technology in communication. Please review the file and send your comments/suggestions to me 
or through www.waesol.org/.  We will approve the final version of this constitution at the Annual Business meeting during the 

WAESOL conference.   Thank you for your continued support of WAESOL and for being part of this important profession. Please 

mark your calendar and tell your colleagues about the upcoming WAESOL Conference on Oct. 27
th
.  Your WAESOL Board is looking 

forward to seeing you there! 
 

Warmest Regards,  
Yilin  

Yilin Sun, Ph.D.  
WAESOL President 
E-mail: yilsun@sccd.ctc.edu or info@waesol.org  
 
 
 

Yilin is a tenured faculty member in the Basic Studies 
Division at Seattle Central Community College, which 
houses  one of the largest ESL programs in the state of 
Washington. 

 

 

http://www.waesol.org/
http://www.waesol.org/
mailto:yilsun@sccd.ctc.edu
mailto:info@waesol.org

