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Letter from the President

Dr. Yilin Sun

Dear WAESOL Members and
Friends,

By the time you receive this
newsletter, it will be TESOL 2007
Convention time. It has been nine
years since the TESOL 1998
Convention was held in Seattle.
Your WAESOL Boasdviery excited
and working hard to get ready for
this important international event
which is taking place from March
20" to March 24, 2007, at the
Washington State Convention
Center in downtown Seattle.

The TESOL 2007 Convention
Planning Committee hawganized
a great week for you with many
well-known plenary speakers and
informative sessions and hot topi
Come and meet prestigious
scholars and educators from arot
the world, learn innovative resear
andteaching ideas, and network
with international TESOL educato
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Pre-and Post Convention
Institute Events as the
ticketed tours are going fast
since they are sold on a firs
come, first serve, basis.

This year, TESOL offersree-
day pasdor teachers who
cannot atend conference fo
all four days.The rate for a
member is $145 and a nen
YSYo SNRaPleage |
take advantage of this
opportunity, tell your
colleagues and friends and
come to the convention
center to get your onalay
pass starting on Wednesda
March 21. For more
information, please check tt
TESOL website at
www.tesol.orgor the
WAESOL website at
www.waesol.org

During the convention, you
will also @t a chance to enjc
local artist performances thi
your WAESOL Board has
organized for you and the
international participants.

Regarding The TESOL 200
Convention Your Planning
Team has also prepared a
quick FAQ information shee
for you to use duringhe
convention along with
downtown Seattle Ride Fres
Bus information and

inexpensive hotel linksPlease
locate these in this newsletter
or on the WAESOL website a
www.waesol.org We hope the
information will be helpful to
you.

In this issue of the newsletter,
ez2dzQftt Fftaz ¥
strategies on how to get most
of what you need to avoid
WO2YyTSNBYOS o
information overload.

Your WAESOL 2007 Board is
here to serve you, and we are
doing ourvery best to make
your experiece of TESOL 20
a successPlease let us know
you have ideas to share or
questions to askWe'll do our
best to help you and make
WAESOL a truly professional
and strong organization to
serve our students, our
community and our profession
We're looking forward to
meeting you all at TESOL 20(
Convention!

Yilinis a tenured faculty
member in the Basic Studies
Division at Seattle Central
Community Cadige which
housesone of the largest ESL
programs in the state of
Washington.


http://www.tesol.org/
http://www.waesol.org/
http://www.waesol.org/
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Diana Casey

Dear Friends and Cotlgues of WAESOL,

Here we are with the TESOL Convention just around the
corner! We hope you find this special issue of the newslettg
packed with the information you will need to take advantagy
of the conference to the fullest exteniThe information we
received from the member survey was especially helpful in
formulating some of the tips and aids for you to enjoy
andbest utilize the offerings dhe Seattlehappening. Also,
Shawna and | are trying to formulate a new direction for oul
professional paer, and all of your contributions are
tremendously helpful in this endeavor.am sure you will find
this special edion useful in the coming weeKeep it at hand
for guidance and advicespecially thd-AQ section for any
problems you may encounter. 9d, please get more feedbacl
to us regarding the initial column, "Ask...Each Other" so we
will know whether this can be used as a vehicle for membe
to talkto each otherthrough the newsletter.In addition, in
future issues we want to print ‘putiut’ pieces that could be
used asis for classroom handouté&ny suggestions along
these lines would be appreciate®lease call or-enail if you
have anything you may wish to distribute at the upcoming
convention. We will see you very soon in the Emerald/@atr
TESOL!

DianaCasey, editor
dcasey@pierce.ctc.edu
(253) 9646246

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Meet yourincomingnewsletter staff

Editor Diana CaseyM.A.has taught English, Adult Basic Education,
ESL, Latin and French at high school, college and university levels s
1971 whershe began her career in educatidBhe has been teaching
for Pierce College fulltime since 1990 in the Intensive English Progal
International Education..Diana has lived and taught overseas in
Germany and Mexico as well. This is her first year on the WAESOL |

9 R A (ASsiStEhE Shawna Shapirtas taught English, ESOL, Social

Studies, and Spanish at middle school, high schodluniversity levels,
and also facilitates training at several Seattle locatioi@he is currently
finishing a PhD in Language/Rhetoric at the University of Washingto|
specializing in academic literacy.

Printed on recyckkpaper
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The WAESOL newsletter needs a new
name! 4 N VD S GEowlaboGtat
CONTESTo get some submissions for
a catchy title wort hy of our

membership?

We do not have a monthlong trip to
an exotic place for the prize, but
something fun and usefu/ will be given

to the person who comes up with a

novel, representative appellation for
our professional paper. After we
receive them, we will put out all
submissions for a vote, so you will
have input even if you do not have
your own idea.

Send a good name for the WAESOL
newsletter to Diana -
DCasey@pierce.ctc.ediby May 15, and
let us select the best one before the
next issue.



mailto:DCasey@pierce.ctc.edu
mailto:dcasey@pierce.ctc.edu
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In this new feature, we ask members for input and advice on common questions (via online surveys) and compile

answers into a short article. WehopeK | i G KAa&a 2FFSNBR YSYOSNBR | gle& (2
Please feel free to send future questions and comments to Shawna Skhpps@u.washington.edu

This week, since many of us will be attending (and perhaps presenting at) the TESOL convention, we thought we'd finc
out a bit about your experiences with largenferences. We were particularly interested in hearing if you have advice
or strategies for making the most of this exciting event.

Whenasked what you like about this sorts of evemtany of you indicated a tendency to 'think big/ou are inspired by
internationally:renowned speakers and draw tremendous energy from the global scope of this conference. As one
NBE&LRYRSY(d Lidzi AdGs aL Syaz2ze G(KS SEOAGSYSyd FyR aSyas
mentioned the opportunitie for networking on both professional and personal levels. For many of you, TESOL is a
WNBdzy A2y Q GgAGK OdzNNBY G FyR F2NYSNJI FNASYRaz OflaavYl GS:
preference for smaller conferencé®cause of the oppdunity to engage on a deeper level with other participant

(Note: That's one reasaone are still having a WAESOL conference this year, despite the fact that many of those plannin
that event are also working hard on TES®@E.like thatour localbranchBia A G & 26y WFf I @2 NQHO @

In discussing the types of sessions we tend to enjoy the most, survey responses higlpligbtealityand variety.

Many of you look for new ideas for classroom use, but are also interested in tying theory to those practgsitdt

Ot SINJIa ¢Stf GKFEG a GSFOKSNARIZI ¢S LINBFSNI adGNRy3I LISH
G2 dza lo02dzi GSFOKAYy3Is ¢SQR tA1S GKSY G2 Y2RSt ST¥FSOU
respondg/ i SELX I AYSRE aL Syez2é LINBaSyidliArzya G(GKIFG KI @S @A
hNJ FG €S1FaG KFEyRa 2y NBASHNOK®DE ' y2GKSNJ NBaLR2yRSyd
the chancetodosmalNjR dzLJ | OG0 A @GAGASE 6AGK 20KSNJ LI NIAOALI yGa Ay
studentcentered pedagogy in our own classes, we like to see this pedagogy modeled in conference presentations.

Ly NBaLRyasS (2 G KeSnajdtioydiNdoRatrindeedjexiz&iznted thig ghendmenon, and offered strong

suggestions for avoiding it. One common piece of advice involebdrme of sceneY | y& 2 F @2dz dza S Ll

exhibits, poster sessions, and-gffe field trips as a form ahental refreshment. Some of you also reminded us that

GLGYA &brlidale with otliei 2 aKF NB KIFyR2dzid yR RA&aOdzaa aSaairzy

other words, two sets of eyes and ears are better than one, since each of uslgdrean one place at a time. Our

O2ft t S 3dzSax GKSyX OFy 0S8 2dzNJ WAYTF2NXIyiaQ FNRBRY 23G§KSNJ
r

Olt's helpful to coordinate with others

Central to these strategies is the needgian ahead prioritizing " to share handouts and discuss sessions I
time spent at the conference, using the conference programandyour I afterward to ocover mo,
previous experieneto help navigate the numerous possibilities offered =+ ==+ =+ ===+ =t = = = =
RdzNAy 3 SIFOK GAYS atzdo l'Y20KSNJ g2NIiKe LASOS 2F | ROA

there are often similar presentations. Where those conflict with anothesgmyou'd like to attend, cross them off your
fAadoé

t SNKIFLB GKS Yz2ald AYLRNIFIYd LASOS 2F I ROAOS 3IAGSYy o8

iKeasStFos 18 2yS NBaLRYRSYy( SELX HiengSaiays domathing hev o2
learn but maybe not at that momeMt £ Iy 20KSNJ ot §oSd everythingNJekect tHedmdst dppealing,
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Ask Each Othet O 2 v ?

FYR ai2LIpddé hyS NBaLRyRSylG I 2ftdksbdzause T 10 ydS B2 WRI 16 K |
G2 aleéd L g2dd R NIYGKSNIfSFENY yS¢ GSFOKAYy3 GSOKyAldzsSa
contrasting comment from another respondent said just the oppasipeeferring plenary talk to smallgresentation.
CKA&a aSSya (2 O2NNROo2NI (S makérghd stratégy shildtidk S O 2 YWESSiYySR/-((S)
O2yFSNBYOSs LI NIHAOdzZ NI & fFGSNIAY (GKS RIe&x g2d R 0S
YSYOSNE adl @ 3 ASRY dhy Sllow Bsgriedd ® shard infand Bol jistitakdit iny dzNJ/ 2 dzi
20KSNBAAS Ad SO02YSa YSIyAy3af Saaog

o U
<

What was maost evident from responses about conference experiences is that at the core of our pnofessitesire to

learn and grow as educators, as social activists, and as scholars. Perhaps the opportunity to learn from our colleagues
in itself, the most valuable benefit of attending conferences. If only for a few days, we have the opportugity to

kindle, refuel, and remind ourselves of our own passion for learning. And it is this passion that we carry with us into
GKS OfFaaNR2Y® C2NJ d GKS / KAYS&aS LINPOSND (Stfa dz&ax

| F LB &dNBF | dzy GAy3AQ G ¢9{h[ wHWnnTH
2SS K2LIJS e2dzff WakKFINBE (GKS St UKQ gAGK dza Ay
If you have a question or comment faskX Each Otherplease emaghapis@u.washington.edu

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTFAS)

Where can | register?The Registration Area is located on tffeldvel of the convention center.

Where can | purchase a ticket for a PCI, Energy Break, or tsat?may purcase tickets to PCls and Energy Breaks at the Ticket Sal
counter in the Registration Area” fevel, WSCX.ou may purchase tickets for tours from the Seattle Hospitality Tour Desk in the
RegistratiorArea.

Where can | leave a message for an attende€2SOL will be utilizingCommunicate, which is a unique communication system desig
to facilitate interaction among attendees before and during the event. Attendees can ac@essiunicate by visiting the two Cyber
Cafes]ocated between aisles 400800 and1300& 1400 aisles iexhibit hall ofthe WSCC.

Where is the Exhibit HallThe Exhibit Hall is located in Halls 4A and 4V, WSCC. The hall is open Weglrasdgyl0am6pm and
Saturday 10am2pm. You need to show your badge before you cetnirg

Where is the Job Marketplacedt is located in Hall 4B next to the exhibit area. You need to show your badge.

Where can | have handouts made® KS { I O1 aAGUSNERQ O2dzy G SNJ t 20 SR Ay NB3IAaAD
WSCC. Individuals will incur charges for any copies at either FedEx kinkos or Sacksitters.

a@ | dzRA2 @A adz t Sl dvhat & lido?Bee A Rrdjectini rbjdeseyftatide in room 401.

I need to rent an overhead projector, slide projector, V@R computer. Overhead Projectors, LCDs, Screens, Microphones and Lec
(unless the room is too small for a lectern) are provided in every session room; all other A/V is rented through Projéctantze
ordered at room 401. Individuals will incuracges for any additional equipment not provided in each session room.

I have a friend with me who wants to attend my session. How can he/she get a badge? Is there a fee?
They would have to buy a one day pass for any session cost is $145 for memb®t§ afiok nommembers.

These and many more FAQs can be fourdtat//www.tesol.org/
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Spotlights

In this portion of the newsletter, our members share abthe programs and institutionin which they work
If you would like to contribute t&potlights please emaiDiana Casegt DCasey@pierce.ctc.edu

The English Language Fellow Program:Profile
by Wendy Asplin and Jennifer Granger

There are a lot of qualities that are important to those who choose the English Language Féllowsg others faors, they are
looking for sekstarters who are adaptable to new situations, and maybe even those who are able to work with amhiguityfer
Granger, a recently returned Fellow from China, is a model of these qualities.

Jenniferand | haverecenty LISy G | €20 2F GAYS (G23SOGKSNE NBONHAGAY3I F2N Yy
several states in the Northwest.have learned a great deal from listening to her talk al;out her two years in China, almpst as much
as | learned fromre administrators at Georgetown or the folks at the Dept. of State&K S G £ 14 | 602dzi Rl &a (K

(the cold, for starters) but were always rewarding.

What she left behind is probably most important to h&he organized two major prawgial conferences and left an infrastructure
for her Chinese colleagues to carry on the project when she left. She was thrilled to know that the curriculum that she had
developed around’he West Wings still in use at the university where she taught.

Not a small thing, she came home debt free, paying off her student loans, with enough money left to attend a professional
conference in Mexico and even take some personal time.

She first heard about the English Language Fellow Program just after sheigtadea ¥ NBY (G KS a! ¢ 9{ [ LINR 3IN.
FONRaa AdG +Fd ¢9{h[® L NBFIftATSR Al él a |y Kz2y2MElenniteristabhards I &
working, energetic teacher with enough of a sense of humor to déhltive challenges of working in a sometimes frustrating and
confusing environmentAbout her own growth, she discovered that she was effectiveeather training, and she surprised herself
when she turned outto like organizing conferences.

| recenty asked her where she would go if she could do another fellowshipg. SEA 02 2 ¢ & KS NB LIGAIND So 40 (552
traveling to Mexico a lot recently, after | fell in love with the country when | went thera émnference.
LQY R2APFaldA iRy Ef § KENB y2¢Baaidzio f 1A AKKME@A SIE TY AN HasRdlifipdh sans

For more informationabout applying, contact Wendy Asplinfdr more information honor, as it was an offici
about applying, contact Wendy Asplinatelf@u.washington.edor visithttp:/elf.georgetown.edul. position, but | was alsc
For informationabout the EL Fellow experience, contact Jennifer Granger at FTNBS G2 o685
linyueu@u.washington.edu Applications are being accepted uribril 15. -Jennifer Grange

Intensive American Language Center at WSU
by Elena Smith

| have been working at the Intensive American Language Center (IAMa¥laington State University in Pullmdor seven
years. It is an academic program for undergraduate and graduate students from all over the world: Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Colombia
Italy, Japan, South Korea, Vietham, Taiwan, China, Thailand, Mexico, Argentina, Brazil, Germany, Ukraine, Ristsia, Uzthely
and others. This intensive program offers six levels of Englisiich regular level includes eighteen mandatory hours of English
per week: Listening/Speaking, Reading/Composition and Gram@&tadents are also encouraged to take eleeti as additional
G{LISOAIf LYyGSNBaidé¢ OflaasSa Ay gKAOK GKSe& Oly F20dza 2y (KS?
spelling, and others. (continued, next page)
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